
Props, costumes, and make-up 

Overview 

This guideline covers the safety precautions employers and workers should take when 

using and handling props, costumes and make-up during rehearsal and performance. 

Using props, costumes and make-up as part of a live performance presents hazards, 

such as tripping hazards or allergic reactions. While there are no special regulations 

for the use of props, costumes and make-up in a live performance production, the 

Occupational Health and Safety Act (https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90o01) and its 

regulations apply. Other legislation may also apply. 

We developed this guideline to help employers and workers: 

• understand and assess some of the risks

• plan their use so that props (both hand props and food props), costumes and

make-up can be used safely in live performance productions

This resource does not replace the Occupational Health and Safety Act (9.!.!��) and its 

regulations and should not be used as or considered legal advice. Health and safety 
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